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2024 Showcase 1 – Abstract

TP: you gotta be in it to win it

Paul Weeks
The Hotel School Australia

In 2022, Southern Cross University went rogue!
After considerable debate and collaboration, SCU moved to a new, intensive delivery model: the Southern Cross Model. The university and its partners moved to a 6-week teaching block across a 6 -term year.
Whilst this new approach has reduced retention/attrition and increased student success and satisfaction rates, frontline teaching staff have had to re-engineer their approach to the classroom. Class times have been effectively halved from the previous semester-based model, meaning less time for student face-to-face interaction and engagement. Students are now required to do more ‘study’ on their own using the curated modules in each of their units.
So, given the extra need to keep our students excited about learning, Teacher Prescence (TP) is now, more than ever, a critical part of the classroom. With restricted time, forming a positive relationship with our students may be more problematic than through the semester-based environment. 
This showcase examines some of the techniques that could be used to enhance TP, using a collaborative community of learners’ approach. Given the diversity in disciplines, courses, units, and learning outcomes across the university, a one-size-fits-all approach may not be appropriate. This presentation will elicit views from colleagues.

Sources
https://www.monash.edu/learning-teaching/teachhq/Teaching-practices/building-community/how-to/strengthen-your-teaching-presence#tabs__3301134-02

file:///Users/paulweeks/Downloads/fpsyg-12-694386.pdf
Wang Y, Zhao L, Shen S and Chen W (2021) Constructing a Teaching Presence Measurement Framework Based on the Community of Inquiry Theory, Frontiers in Psychology. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2021.694386

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/build-your-teaching-presence-better-engage-students

https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/hqoc/chapter/4-4-building-teaching-presence-during-term/

JCU: https://jcu.pressbooks.pub/teachwithtech/chapter/presence-in-online-learning/
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